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LUNA COUNTY

A Serial Story of Its History, People, Stock, Mining and Commer-
¢ial Industries, Railway Facilities and Educational Advantages.

NEW MEXICO

PART 1
Introduction.

The increased interest which is being
exhibited by eastern peaple in thesouth |
west and the numerous inquiries that
are constantly be'ng recieved throughout
our territory as to the inducements
offered to settlers by this region we are
fully convineed that it will' be of great
benefit to our commumity to have a,
thorough and aeetrate deseription of |
our county written up and illustrated at |
this time 50 that it can be distributed
through the east where these inquiries’
originate, -

It is our intention to have these
articles written by people who are
thoroughly posted on the various sub-
jects and have them give the exact con-
condition as they see them without ex-
aggeration so that should any one be
lod by them to come here and investi.
gate they would find conditions as re-
presented and not be disappointed.

It is with this object in view, wml
for the sole purpoae of bringing the ad-
vantages of Luna county hefore the
people who are looking for a location
that we hava undertaken this work,
History of County by Edw. Pennington

In the enrly fal of 1881, eager eyes
were anxiously turned toward southern
New Mexico watching the progress of
vailvond building and guessing where
would be the jupetion of the two great
trans-continental railways which were
building toward the Golden Gate of the
Pacific. In October of that yedr some-
one got a private “tip,' and shared
the seoop with a few of the select, The
Southern Pacific buiMers  reached o
point just east of the Mimbres river
three miles west of the present site of
Deming, made a short halt for some
reason; the knowing ones took the hint,
ind in a day or two, or three at most,
the roarihg western town of *‘New Chi- |
eago'’ was a reality, with realty soar- l
ing skyward, though no title worth
mentioning was shown in the abstract,
Title is a consicderation that troubles
boom town b iilders but lictle, a-d it did
not these, Title was an after consider-
ation to be tackled by the lawyers and
the future. The boomers ran their |
street lines, set their lot stakes and |
had Colt and Winchester documents to
hold the stakes in plaee. A city of
tents sprang up like magic, and nearly
every ‘‘house’’ had for a door plate
“Lodging,”” *'Beds,”” *Dance Hall”
*Club Room,'' *‘Saloon,”’ principally |
the latter. Business was booming and |
the citizens of New Chicago were sure
it in good to be here," .

But a change came over the spirit of
their dreams. The A. T. & 8. F.
railway had passed the east point of the
Cook's Peaks mountains nnd taken n
dip to the west that looked suspicious.
when, by all accounts it should have
kept on divectly south to the New Chi-
vago. A delegation of the leading citi-
zens went a little west to investigate,
and only three miles west { their prom-
ining little town with the glorious fu-
ture found men with transits and levels,
sticks like barbers' poles and little
flags not made for guidons, very busy. |

A town was being laid out and they |

Deming After the Fire of 1889,

were not “init.”" Their repmt to the
mass meeting at the foture motropolis
wes paralizing.. But  western town
builders don't paralize for long, and
that night, just four wesks from the
birth of their town, they
Folded their tents like the Aribs,
And as silently stole away,

and by night of the following day,
about November 15, 1881, a ¢ity of can-
vag sprang into existence along the line
of the 8. P. right of way, with its busi-
ness center about where now stands
theofficeof the El Paso and Southwest-
ern railway, and resembling in many
particilars ag to architecture and lepd-
ing citizens the ex-town of New Chi-
cago, « A new Town wag born and it
Was christened Deming, in honor of
the family of one of the promoters of
the great 8. P. system, True, the
‘town of Deming proper wis nearly
sjunrter soction south of this point, but
swestern towns like to be in the smoke
of the locomotives; the A, T. & 8. F.
had not yet made the junction, und it
Was yel a case of “‘quien sabe'’ where
it would make it, 5o the park land wuu[
n safe ground for the time being,

Within & very short time after the
S. . had buils to and passed beyond Lhis
point the A. T & 8, F. made the june-
tion, and although its surveyors and
graders kept right on acroas the 8. P,
tracks and into the west, all doubt as
to where the big town wis to be was
sel to rest. Soon an army of mechanics
was busy erecting round houzes, station
houses, railway tencments, putling
down the big wells; awitehing yards
three miles longe were luid out; soon the
handsome und commedious depot hotel
was in course of construetion—then
the fineal railroad builline botweon

ansas City and San Franciseo—Dem-
ing, the division point fur both rouds;
lay-over station for all Pullmon em-
ployes, train crews and express nes-
sengers; everything indicatud that here
the railronds would muke the great
town of the southwest, and it was
surely '‘good to be here."

At the wdvent of the town the popu-
lation was of the usual well assorte)
kind—good, bad and not indifferent
for the indifferent don't come until the
town is established. The men whostart
a town in the west are always one kind
or the other—good or bad,  Here were

[water outfit; J,, B, Curren with a

wheel barrow load of type with which

he got out a lively little paper; Laird

fn I\’rrr.'&n.n. A. Laird and Tom Col-
. B

[ Nins, erg, Dr. Keefe and a
host of otkers to npumerous to
mention, and”  early  in 1888,

J. A. Lockhart Bob and John Hupper,
Louis Altman, Postmpster Caness, Sig-
nor & Robinson, €, W, Greene, and Jd.
Pennington’ with the Tribune: Thur-
man & Shephard with the Cabinet sa-
1oom: Steve Bivehfteld and hisBullhend*’
John Worden and Andy 'rice, the Hop-
kins family, J. A, Mahoney and Dr.
Byron, C. Bellertin Judge Field;Aaron
Frost with his insurance portfolio,
Chambers the lawyer, Drs, Proctor and
MeChglsney, Julins Elby and Ed Merz,

' Charley Rorahr, J. E. Burchard and

MeLaughlin, H. €. Van Norman, who
built the first two -story hotel'in "the
park, Swede Neldon and his raugh house
on Gold avenue, Julius Rosch and Otto
Leupold, Sig/ Lindavuer and Ed. Walters

1 with the biggest mercantile house south

of Las Vegus, Bavehman, Kid Bowmun
and many an other old timer that this
old timer can not think of.

" Judge Warren Bristol was our first
District Judge, and put up the first two
story residence in the town.  Vermilion
wits the first Justice of the Peace, and
denlt out Justice peeording to a code of
his own making, Judge Rilea succecded
him and suited theplace so well that he
died in offiee. - D, Tucker and I'. Gipin
were the firsh puace officers, and  when
business was dull used to go gunning for
eachother, then every budy else hid out,
Gilpin went gunning one afternvon in
‘88 and ran up against Charley Roberis
iy mistake. The coroner had « job
that night and Gilpin was given an old
timer's burinl in Boot Hillnext morning
Charley Roberts followed Doe shortly
after, dving with the same disease thut
killed Gilpin.

Chne. H. Dane waa the first postmas.
ter and was suceoeded by Caness, who
held the office buc a short time and
was succeeded by 1. P, Byron. Dane,
ot the bivth of Doming, was a Wells
Fargo expreas agont and had his office
in a hox car alongside the 8. P. track.
By enurgy and perseverence he became
i leading citizen of the new town and
finally Pregidentof the two worst-wreck-
o4 banks in the southwest,

The first cemetry was located in the

park just in front of where W, J. Wam- |
It was known as “'Boot |

ol now lives,
il because all of the first citizens lo-
cuted there died without removing their
foot wenr. The formal inauguration of
thecemetry did not oceur for some little
time after it had been decided to devote
the ground to burial purposes. The
first subject buried there was a China.
man who had a misunderstanding with

Interior View of J. A. Mahoney's Faraitirs Siove.

ence — the intention constituted the ammy and verved in the ouar VAN
erime,  The commiltee was o well gat- department of | el o he

isfled with the job that no forther busi- e inothe Roeky  mountai i

nena was atterapted until 18381, The  the plaing sl 1885, wheb west ho

good citizens of Deming propor kvl oglile dise!s soeal from 1l swryion of
lson, for guite a while, fneended sl the Yy A dhort 1 or lon

efforts of a lob of adventupers Le jumio g A , Little Rool

the property in the park elaimed by the | \ e ol
railioad companion,  Thisatteapt gave oI tuol woril

the town its first aet back —in fiet, B pupysod v peoiny fram thepe
looked foru timensthouy this was 4 o, oy Emil T me, sigie
knock-out blow to our prosserite, | & e oved fo t veard on the
wad derided to oust theie park junp- ol of b Wt of which
ors, antl the executive commitios gol } o iniedlef. s health
toprethier one avening Lo elean oud e 200l in ! Lomy and unhealthy eli
park or have a4 hot time.  Some one ol 0 of Ar e
the committee suggestod that a'confer: om thete mud nrain cime west dap
ence be hal with Judge Brisiol as to 00 10 , oot LA Vigeas and
the proposed proceeding and this wou {1 on v Domiig Athough bis
reluctantly agread to.  The judge He- | walh wiis very noorit that time his

tened to the arguments of his visilors
and took a steldtly legal view of tle
mutter,  While admitting the nesessi-
ty of doing something to avert the co-
lamity of incuring the displeasase of
the railroads, the propose | prosesling
was an extraondinary remedy not war-
rantexl by common law or thestatute and
lanfale in, chancery, usthe chunces
wore all against the accused, The
Judge did nol say just this, bat did :d-
vise thatonly legal mensures b followesd
and believed that in time the courts
wolld settle the matter Lo the satisfac-
tion of our peonle and the railrouds,
So the matter was dropped.  The com-
mittee disbanded and rever reconvened.

{Continue 1. )
PART 1L
Business and Biographical Sietches
| Closely allied with the growth of the
|county is the name of J. A. Mahoney,
who came to Deming in May 1882 and
three years later went into the grocery

Charles Robertsand  Doc Gilpin, Bob
Campbell, — Garrison, Jim Wilson,
Henry Hulgate, Jauke Raithel, Pat Me-
Geeney, John Galvin, C, H, Dane, Esi-
dor and Harry Fleishman, Cap. Crouch, 4 :
Doc Kane, T. A. Carr, H. B. Oleott, after this Andy Price killed a white
John Watson, Haynes, with the Blinn munand the event came off with great
Lumber Co.; Gates and Jim Howy, Do | ¢remony. Bob Campbell delivered the
Warren, D, C. LeRoy, the scout; Col, | funeral oration, Nell Gilpin lead the
McGrorty, Hale, Haas, A. H. Thomp- singing, and the principal citizens of
son, — Kelly, the Randall Brothers, |the Park affliction to the town acted as
Simons, with his lodging house; Dan | mourners. In 1887 or 1888, this spot
Tucker and Billy Burns, Agent Com- was abandoned as a burial ground,
fort, Manager Bunton, Bud Styles and jand most of the bodies were re-
his partner, Boone, Pap Case, Barney moved to the new cemetery east of
Martin and about 500 others. | town; but many an unknown or unfor-

a cugtomer as to the payment of a meal,
but this was not considered suitable
material for the inauguration, and he
was nlanted without ceremony. Shortly

business at the corner of Gold Avenue
and Spruce streets, the sight of his

present large establishment. Fourteen
years ago sold out his grocery business
and opened up a hardware store and n
short time afterwards a stock of furni-
ture was added. These twoe depart-
ments of his business insreased steadily
‘u the town grew in size until now his
place occupies the whole of the great
| block and during the past yeara
fine brick building was conatructed in
the rear of the main building and fitted
up into un clegant set of “ndertaking
parlors entirely sepesate from the main
store. In addition to these buildings

Edward Pennington.

active, enerjretic nature Would not per
mit of his remaining in idleness, any
length of time, and once more he
started into his ¢ n occupation as
oditor and publisher of the Deming
Tribune. At thut time there were two
other papers in the town, but it was
only a matter of 18 months until the
Tribune absorbed the Democrat and
shortly afterwand the Headlight was
bought by Mr, Pennington and the two
consolidated under the name of the
Headlight, which he continued to pub-

A little later on came Armstrong |
with his big mercantile establishment,
and Walt Wilkinson for clerk; P, Allen
with dry goods and Newton Bolich
for clerk; John Quinn, with Gardener
and Gilles; John Corbett with u soda

gotten one still sleeps under the sod of

\Boot Hill in graves unmarked and

locations obliterated.

No western town is fairly and fully
insugurated in an up-to-date manner
without its vigilance committee, but
this detail was neglected until 1888,
About this time & man named Brown

'made a killing in Tom Collins’ saloon,

about where the Lindauer mercantile
entablishment now stands, on Pine
street, but before the committee could
get into shape Brown vanished and was
never seen in these parts after, Some.
thing, had to done, however, to keep
the committee in working order, and
when a long-haired gentlemen, who

Mr. Mahoney has erected a block of | lish until 1889, at which time he sold
brick store buildings on the opposite |out and went to California for a visit,
side of Gold Avenue, and a brick office | remaining nearly a year. On his re
building on Spruce Strest which is just | tum from Californin he was elected
being finished and will be one of the secretary of Deming Land & Water
neatest and most comfortable in the |Co., which position he held for some
town and is beginning the construction | years after which he was employed as
of & large warchouse to meet the de. | book keeper for the Lindauer Mercan
mands of his Llumlanlly mwin' trade tile Co., until, at the time Luna coun-
which now comprises heavy und light [ty was formed, ke was appointed by
hardware, pumps, all lasses of sheet Governor Otero to the officelof assessor
iron work, and general furniture and ﬁ:t the Sew Saphy lm:|h in Jﬂ:‘ll!ﬂt'&'
Wi e R »

bouse funisin suplien, Som yomr | 4, 4 51 7 Phr T i
ago Mr Mahoney built a beautiful sub- | toun of Deming, which honorable po-
urban residence which is surrounded by | sition he now holds.

fine grounds and shade trees and is one

of the prettiest in this region. but it be-

cume here without introduction inserted
a knife between the ribs of one of our

ing out some distance from town he
felt that it wns too far away from his

Dr. 8. D. Swope is having rock haul-
ed for the foundation of a fine brick
building at the corner of Gold avenue,

citizens, he wus promptly takenin hand | business, so it was sold to Mr. Al Wat-

fronting on the railway, The building
and eacorted down to where the Merrill | kins some months ago and now Mr, Ma-

lumber yard now stands, and with due
formality suspended from a telegraph
He was given a decent burial in Boot
Hill, all who took part in his taking off
officinting at the funeral, Walt Wil
kinson took charge of the funeral ob-
sequies, The man who was cut did not
die just then, but that made no differ-

will have thirteon rooms and is being

| honey has plans for a new home where | hyjlt with a special view to use either
it will be more convenient to the!pas a lodging house or, in case he should
business part of town, [ find that there is a demand for it & hos-

Edward Pennington was born in New | pital and sanitarium, This building
York City, where he lived until seven | will be an ornament to our town and is
years old, at which time he moved with Only one of many which are now in
his parents to California. He remained |Process of construction or planned for
there until the Civil war broke out, | the near future in our town.




